
When Jesus was about a month old, Mary and Joseph brought 
him to the Temple in Jerusalem to present him to the Lord. In 
the Law of the Lord it says, “The first boy born in every family 
must be set apart for the Lord.”  They also offered a sacrifice.  
They did it in keeping with the Law, which says, “a pair of 
doves or two young pigeons.” 

There was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon. He was a good and godly man.  
He was waiting for God’s promise to Israel to come true. The Holy Spirit was 
with him and had told him that he would see the Messiah before he died.  

That day, the Holy Spirit led Simeon into the temple courtyard. 
Then Jesus’ parents brought the child in.  Simeon took Jesus into 
his arms and praise God, saying: 

“My eyes have seen your salvation. 
You have prepared it in the sight of all nations. 
It is a light to be given to the Gentiles. 
It will be the glory of your people Israel.”   

Mary and Joseph were amazed at what Simeon said about Jesus. Then Simeon 
blessed Jesus’ parents, and said to Mary, “This child is going to cause many 
people in Israel to fall and to rise.  God has sent him.  But many will speak against 
him.” 

There was also a prophetess, Anna. She was an eighty-four year old 

widow. She never left the Temple. She worshiped night and day, 

praying and going without food.  Anna came up to Jesus’ family at 

that moment. She gave thanks to God. And she spoke about the 

child to all who were looking forward to the time when Jerusalem 

would be set free.  

 

Joseph and Mary did everything the Law of the Lord required.  Then they 

returned to their own town of Nazareth. And the child grew and became strong.  

He was very wise.  He was blessed by God’s grace. 

(Luke 2:22-40) 
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This week we begin to prepare our hearts for the coming of the Christmas 

celebration. We reflect on ways to give this season.   

What is something that Simeon and Anna both gave to God before seeing 

Jesus?  Circle your answer. 

Simeon and Anna were given the gift of meeting Jesus face to face.  They 

only knew who He was because they had spent time with God. 

How can you give your time to God this week? 
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