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TEACHING KIDS TO PRAY  

Continued on pg. 3

is always “lead by example”. If I don’t 
want my daughter to feel awkward 
or fake when praying to God, I can’t 
be awkward or fake when praying to 
God. So this is an area of my life that 
I am actively trying to improve for 
the sake of my relationship with God 
and for the sake of my daughter’s 
relationship with God! 

Here are some practices I have 
learned and am trying to implement 
into my parenting practices on 
prayer:

1) Emphasize “Talking to 
God”: 

-try to make it clear that praying 
is talking to God and that it is a 
conversation with Someone we can’t 
see, but Who is very much present. It 
is not just a weird ritual where adults 
say fancy words prior to eating.

 
2) Pray Anytime, Anywhere: 

-this one makes me feel the most 
awkward and sometimes feels 
forced/awkward… but I try to find 
opportunities to say quick audible 
prayers to God during everyday 
tasks (i.e. “Wow! What a beautiful 

Perhaps I’m alone in this, but I 
often find praying out loud to be 
awkward and uncomfortable. I’m 
often unable to just “talk to God”, 
but am instead compelled to put on 
a performance, of sorts, for those 
around me. I feel pressure to use 
fancy words and grand phrases. I 
quickly pluck religious phrases out 
of the depths of my memory and 
drop them into my prayers, hoping 
to look like a “proper Christian” to 
those listening to me pray. 

And I hate it. 

I hate feeling like a hypocrite 
when I pray out loud. I hate that I 
can’t just “be me” and talk to God 
simply and vulnerably, like I do 
when I’m alone with Him.

I quickly came to the conclusion 
that this was NOT how I wanted 
prayer to be for my daughter, Clarke. 
I didn’t want to pass on a prayer 
life that was cold, calculated, and 
mechanical. In all of my research 
about parenting, the common thread 

day! Thank you God for such a 
sunshiney day!”, or “I’m getting 
frustrated. God, please help me to 
calm down and be patient!”). This 
is something that I have always 
actively done silently in my heart, 
but not something I’ve typically 
done verbally. While I might feel 
awkward doing this out loud, the 
hope is that my daughter will grow 
up with prayer being a normal part 
of every moment of every day-
-not something that is reserved 
for certain times/situations. We 
don’t even stop to fold our hands 
and close our eyes! We just let our 
prayers fly! 

3) Speak Simply: 
-I am trying to force myself to 

do away with fancy words and to 
just speak to God like I would to 
a friend. When I’m praising him, 
I let the big words come back into 
play, just as I would if I was writing 
a love letter to someone. But I still 
try to keep things simple so that 
a child can comprehend what’s 
being said. 

Malorie Petersen
Family & Children

PUMPKIN  

FESTIVAL 

SCENES

“To tell our stories of our life in Jesus - stories of love and 

forgiveness.”  Community festivals   

bring our sites together for words of encouragement, a 

variety of activities and numerous tasty dishes which are enjoyed by all ages.  2km of trails are lined with verses that 

have spoken into people’s lives.  The Pumpkin Festival is one of regular gatherings that hundreds of people enjoy.
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This year is an exciting year 
for youth ministries at Grande 
Prairie Church of Christ as many 
experiences and dynamics have 
shaped how we are moving ahead.  
This is now my third year as the 
Director of Youth Ministries at the 
Grande Prairie Church of Christ 
and I couldn’t be more thrilled about 
where we are and where we’re going.  
Through this article I want to invite 
you on a short journey to enter into 
the history and the vision for our 
Youth Ministries.   So now’s a good 
time to grab a hot beverage and find 
a comfy place to rest for a moment!

Let’s go back in time...

When I arrived in Grande Prairie 
to begin working here, Alan (our 
senior minister) was maintaining a 

weekly Jr. high youth gathering by 
offering devotionals, a time for kids 
to connect and have a bit of fun.  
Young Life was also in the mix, with 
a number of our members serving 
as volunteer leaders in this ministry 
that reaches out to the kids in senior 
high schools.  We had partnered 
with Young Life to provide a space 
for our Sr. high youth to connect 
and serve at during a time when our 
youth ministry was going through 
a transition.  This partnership was 
put in place for two main reasons: 
1) so that Young Life would have 
a church community they could 
attract leaders from and encourage 
kids to connect in, and 2) so that 
we would have a place for our Sr. 
high kids to attend faith-based and 
age-appropriate activities and serve 
their friends.  The ministry of Young 
Life and our volunteer leaders were 
influential in the lives of many our 
Sr. high youth when we didn’t have a 
formal church program for them to 
attend and to this day we are grateful 
for everything.

After my first year of feeling out the 
youth ministry here at GP Church of 
Christ and maintaining the existing 
vision, I started a series of meetings 
with parents and invested adults that 
met all summer long to discuss the 

history of the past and dream about 
the future of youth ministry.  This 
guided discussion led us into a new 
ministry idea we called “The Café 
Experiment”.  The vision of this 
experiment was intergenerational 
connection - that everyone would 
gather together WITH our youth 
and children in order to do ministry 
and grow in relationships as a church 
family.  The youth ministry team 
started to lay the groundwork and 
unveiled the “Cafe” idea to the board 
followed by a kickoff in September 
2014.  There was a lot of excitement 
around the “Cafe Experiment” 
and many families came and were 
changed by God through the people 
involved in this ministry platform.  
Generally speaking many of our 
youth (particularly Jr. high students) 
had a different perspective: that 
although this was a good experience 
they really craved a ministry that 
was specifically designed for them 
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Jaron Flett
Director of Youth Ministries

YOUTH UPDATE  
What’s Been Happening & What’s Coming Up!

YOUTH UPDATE - CONTINUED from page 2

of youth ministry with 
weekly gatherings and 
big events for outreach 
and big group adventures, 
however,  the emphasis 
will focus on relationships 
(more like what our Sr. 
high students experienced 
in  the ministry of Young 
Life).   Leaders will be 
asked to not just be 
leaders on youth nights, but involved 
in the lives of kids.  Leaders will be 
connecting with other leaders and 
involved in each others lives.  All who 
participate in “RELATE”  will build 
relationships and move together 
towards a deeper relationship with 
Christ both through the program and 
in our “everyday” life.  In order for us 
to be able to meet this goal for a close 
relational dynamic, we have recruited 
ten new youth leaders to work with 
our kids.  We did this because we felt 
that to effectively journey with youth 
closely there couldn’t be time gaps in 
the youth ministry that would keep 
them from a relational connection 
with our church community.

The decision to revamp our youth 
ministries and rebrand as “RELATE” 
does alter our partnership with 
Young Life in that Young Life is no 
longer our main ministry for Sr. high 
students, but this change will give us 
the opportunity to more specifically 
mentor our youth through their 
adolescent years and -we hope- free up 
Grande Prairie Young Life to refocus 
on reaching the unchurched teens 
they are called to minister to.  Our 
church continues to formally support 
the ministry of Young Life through 
our Missions Committee and our 

and their peers.  Our response to 
their ongoing requests was to end 
the “Experiment” in the spring and 
return to a “traditional style” of Youth 
Ministry for May & June 2015.   
During this “Cafe Experiment” 
time we maintained our partnership 
with Young Life and continued to 
encourage our Sr. high youth to 
attend Young Life activities as well as 
the “Cafe”, dependant on where they 
found their “best fit”.

Now flashforward  
into the present...

The youth ministries team has 
spent most of our efforts since May 
2014 revamping our youth program 
into what we believe will meet the 
needs of our youth - both Jr. & Sr. 
high students as I  have decided 
to bring back a formal Sr. high 
component to youth ministries in 
our church.  For this school year we 
have constructed a new ministry plan 
called “RELATE” that is completely 
about relationships; we exist to do 
everything in relationship with each 
other towards Christ.  It’s founded 
on who we see ourselves to be as a 
church and directly responding to 
the needs of our youth.  The ministry 
will have a more traditional style 

youth ministries team will encourage 
and support any of our teens who 
choose to participate in Young Life 
to help reach kids in their schools 
who need Jesus, but our church will 
be moving forward this year with a 
blended Jr & Sr. high youth ministry.  
Unless otherwise advertised, our 
youth activities will take place at our 
Mission Heights site on Thursday 
evenings from 7-9pm.

Wow!  What a ride!  

Hopefully this isn’t too confusing 
for those who have walked with us 
through all this change, but if you 
have any questions at all, you are 
more than welcome to pop by the 
office or send me an email and we 
can get together for a coffee.  

Thank you for taking the time to 
read this article and I hope it has left 
you feeling informed and excited for 
what is to come! n

A youth devotional this spring

“Glow Games” event
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In all of my research 
about parenting, 
the common thread 
is always “lead by 
example”. If I don’t 
want my daughter 
to feel awkward or 
fake when praying 
to God, I can’t be 
awkward or fake 
when praying to 
God.

and speak it to God and pay attention 
to any time God responds. Also, have 
conversations with your kids as to 
what God is like and who He really 
is, based on what is revealed in the 
Bible. It’s going to be really difficult 
for someone to pray vulnerably 
and conversationally to a God they 
believe is always angry with them 
and ready to smack them down for 
their mistakes!! Help kids understand 
God’s personality and character. Help 
them to see His Grace and His Love, 
and this will help them approach Him 
boldly and authentically!  

6) Keep a Record: 
- This is one I, admittedly, haven’t 

started yet, but is next up on the list! 
Take the time to write down prayer 
requests and answers! Nothing is 
more exciting for a kid than seeing 
God answer prayer! I remember one 
incidence in my early childhood (I 
was 4 or 5 years old) where I was 
saying my bedtime prayers with my 
mom while my dad was working late. 

4) Fill-in-the-Blank Prayer: 
-While the most important ways to 
teach a child to pray is by your own 
example, there are still times where 
direct teaching should happen. Kids 
can often be shy or unsure what to 
pray about, so I would lead them in a 
fill-in-the-blank prayer.

Examples: “Jesus, thank you for 
_________________”

“God, I’m sorry that I 
_______________________”

 “Father, Help me to be more 
__________________”

 “Jesus, my favorite part about 
today was ___________________”

 “God, I’m worried about/
scared of _____________________”

 Etc.

   5) Biblical “Blueprint”: 
- Use the Bible to find examples 

of prayer and God’s responses! God 
doesn’t mind if you plagiarize a 
bit! Instead of just reading a Bible 
passage, pray it! Use a simpler 
translation (such as “The Message”) 

I prayed that my daddy would come 
home soon, because I missed him. 
No sooner did I say “Amen” than did 
I hear the front door being unlocked 
and my dad returning home!! I was 
so excited about my answer to prayer 
that I enthusiastically shared it with 
the whole church the following 
Sunday!  It was such a simple thing---
so easy for an adult to dismiss--but to 
Little Kid Me, it was a real personal 
miracle! 

Prayer is a powerful, intimate 
part of our relationship with God! 
I want my outward prayer life to 
be as natural and as personal as my 
inner prayer life. I want my daughter 
to see me engaged in an ongoing 
conversation with the God I love, 
rather than seeing me put on a 
“Christian performance” for specific 
occasions. I hope you’ll find these 
steps as helpful as I have!

May God delight in the prayers of 
His Children! n

TEACHING KIDS TO PRAY - CONTINUED from front pagePRAYER
By Irene Hamm
Highland Park

mine and my heart responding to 
His love.  It is a relationship that is 
unique to each person.

I don’t just want to know about 
Him, I want to KNOW Him and 
so prayer is the powerful way that 
His heart touches mine and my 
heart is open to receive His words 
and guidance.  Every relationship 
needs some sort of communication 
in order for it to grow in depth.  It 
is the sharing of hearts.

I love Psalms 27:8 -  My heart 
has heard you say, “Come and talk 
with Me.” And my heart responds, 
“Lord, I am coming.”     It describes 
prayer in a most beautiful way.  

Prayer. What is it and how 
does it work?  It may appear to 
be a mysterious, vague, guilt-
filled activity but that is far from 
what God has intended it to be.  
Prayer is communication between 
God and ourselves – in words, in 
thought, and in action.  It is done 
by anyone – Christian and non-
Christian, young or old, doesn’t 
matter which culture you live in or 
where you are nor is it determined 
by your past.  It is so amazing that 
God wants to talk to us and longs 
for us to talk to Him.  It’s a two-
way relationship and it brings life.

Lately there have been several 
times when my heart longed 
for something or I needed to do 
something and God answered 
and fulfilled it before I had even 
voiced it.  That puts me in awe of 
Him.  He is my Father and knows 
my heart.  He is kindness and 
compassion and yet I still struggle 
with trusting Him in areas of my 
life.  He knows my weaknesses 
and gives me strength and wisdom 
when I ask Him, when my heart is 
open to Him.  That is exactly what 
prayer is – His heart touching 

God is wanting to talk with each of 
us.  Do you hear Him?  His voice 
is gentle and yet holds magnificent 
power.  And He longs for us to talk 
‘our heart’ to Him.  Listen and 
speak; speak and listen.  It is the 
breathing in of His Spirit and the 
breathing out of my heart.  Prayer 
is the rhythm of KNOWING 
Him.  

Be still and know that He is 
God.  Give Him your heart.  He is 
waiting to speak to you.  Will you 
come?  n

Some scenes 
from our Mission 
Heights site on the 
ABC weekend when 
Stan Helton and 
Eric McComish shared with us



Want to suggest a book?

Ryan Duford works at the church as our director of Young Adults and Men’s ministries.  He coordinates weekly Bible studies, men’s 
small groups and large group events throughout the year, including the annual Men’s Retreat, also known as “Man Camp”

Send me an e-mail:  ryan@gpchurchofchrist.com, 
conatact me at the church office during the week, or flag 
me down on a Sunday morning - I’d love to talk with you! 

 To paraphrase Amazon.
com  about this book:  
From Jesus’ entry 
to Jerusalem to 
his resurrection 
a week later; “The 
Longest Week”  
looks seriously at the 
evidence of the gospel 
accounts, without 
ducking controversies or 
contradictions.  It focuses 
on the history rather 
than spiritual/theological 
significance of events and 
uses archaeological research 
and detailed Biblical analysis 
to take the reader through the 
final days of Jesus.

  
I also want to mention that 

many of the books that have 

been updated.  I would love it if 
you would go check them out 
(or buy your own copies!) and 
let me know what you think.  

Don’t forget to thank the 
library team for all their 
hard work on the library 
upgrade and their ongoing 
efforts in building and 
maintaining our church’s 
collection!   If you have 
questions about how to 
borrow a book from 
the church, please 
contact Alison at the 
front office during 
the week or talk to 
one of our library 
volunteers on Sunday 
morning. 

Happy reading!  n

been 
featured in 

“Ryan’s Reads” over the 
past year are now available in the 
church library - which has recently 

“What really happened during Jesus’ final days? It was, historically 
speaking, nothing much; a death in Jerusalem, a routine execution at 
the edge of an empire. Yet that execution - and the events surrounding 
it - were to have a profound effect on the history of the world.” 
- Amazon.com, about “The Longest Week”
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think every Christian should 
consider reading it or listening 
to it at least once.  It’s such 
a  short book, I’m convinced 
there’s no excuse to not  check 
it out!  You will be reminded 
of how awesome Jesus really is, 
or you might learn some things 
about Jesus that you have not 
yet discovered.    

“The Longest 
Week” is a bit more  

in-depth than the 
Instant Expert “Jesus” 

book, and reads much 
like a novel - avid readers 

will really enjoy this treat!   

The book will take you on 
a journey into the last week of 

Jesus’ life in a way that you’ve 
never experienced before.  You 
can practically smell the air 
and feel the ground under your 
feet.  I learned all sorts of new 
historical stuff while reading 
“The Longest Week” and 
Nick ignited my imagination 
with his engaging, acurate and 
descriptive scenes!

So... it turns out that the 
two books I’ve chosen to 
feature in the Chronicle this 
month are by the same author!  

These books by Nick Page 
were highly recomended to me 
by both Mark and Sue Strom 
when they were here in March. 
And Sue tells me they are some 
of her all-time favourties, so I 
wanted to check them out and 
then share them with all of you.      

Nick Page is a self-
proclaimed “unlicenced 
historian” and has a great 
sense of wry humour.   
He has written over 
sixty books in a variety 
of genres - some for  
kids and some for 
adults- and writes in 
such an engaging way 
that I honestly think everyone 
should read at least one of his 
books at some point in their 
life.  He has the ability to 
transport his readers back in 
time and inspire them to think 

By Ryan Duford
Highland Park

RYAN’S READS
Ryan loves reading books and quotes and sharing his discoveries with others.  
Check out our church library and look for Ryan’s recommendations there. 

about the Bible in refreshing 
ways.   

In his  book, “Jesus” - part 
of the “Instant Expert” series - 
Nick Page introduces  readers 
to the historical Jesus (one of 
the world’s most famous men 

who never ran a 

country, 
led an army, or 
wrote a book) and   his radical 
message.   This book is a quick 
but important read and  I 


