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... pursuing the God life

By Steph Lazerte
Student

Learning to Listen
Things have been pretty good 

over here in BC. Life has its ups 
and downs, and this part of mine is 
officially an “up”! For the last few 
years I have been going through a 
bit of a restructuring about how I 
understand God. I had found out 
that the way I imagined him was 
fairly brutal, (compared to how he 
reveals his character in the Bible) 
and something had to change. 
After my Mom died I started being 
intentional about asking him some 
specific questions. The questions 
were something like… “What are 
you like? What do you think of 
me? Are you mad?” Since I started 
asking him, he’s been answering! I 
was very surprised at first, but now I 
expect it. He’s communicated with 
me in all kinds of ways, through 
people, or just when I’m sitting 
and trying to listen to him. But no 
matter what I ask him on a given 
day, he inevitably tells me that he’s 
kind. He’s kind, He’s kind, He’s 
kind. I have a hunch that the reason 
he keeps telling me the same thing 

is because it’s what I have the most 
trouble believing. But oh how it’s 
sinking in. I hear it from Him so 
often that the adjective reminds me 
of Jesus now.  It is truly wonderful.

Listening and the 
Old Testament
Very recently he has even begun 

using Scripture (imagine that!) 
to convince me of his kindness. 
Exhibit A: my Hebrew exegesis 
class. We were assigned a study 
on the word דֶסֶ֫ח (hesed), which 
is often translated in the Bible as 
‘lovingkindness’ or ‘covenant 
loyalty’ or ‘steadfast love’.

Some examples of this word are 
in familiar verses such as:

Psalm 145:8 The Lord is 
gracious and compassionate, slow 
to anger and rich in love (דֶסֶ֫ח 
hesed).

Refrain of Psalm 136. His love 
.endures forever (hesed דֶסֶ֫ח)

Exodus 15:13 In your unfailing 
love (דֶסֶ֫ח hesed) you will lead out 

the people you have redeemed.

It’s also found in a lot of more 
mundane instances, such as when 
people are treating someone well, 
or making room at the table.

Genesis 20:13 And when God 
caused me to wander from my 
father’s house, I said to her, ‘This is 
the kindness (דֶסֶ֫ח hesed) you must 
do me: at every place to which 
we come, say of me, “He is my 
brother.”

1 Kings 2:7 But show kindness 
 to the sons of Barzillai (hesed דֶסֶ֫ח)
of Gilead and let them be among 
those who eat at your table.

What struck me the most while 
doing this word study was that דֶסֶ֫ח 
hesed was defined in the prominent 
Hebrew dictionaries as goodness 
or kindness. It is usually translated 
as kindness in the NIV (New 
International Version) Bible when it 
has to do with relationships between 
people, rather than relationships “To help each other to be excellent in loving and forgiving.”  Community Festivals bring our 

sites together for words of encouragment, a variety of activities and numerous tasty dishes 
which are enjoyed by all ages.  2 km of trails are lined with verses that have spoken into 
people’s lives.  Pumpkin Festival is one of regular gatherings that hundreds of people enjoy. 

FESTIVALS BRING OUR SITES TOGETHER

What  Hebrew has  to  do
with  Real  Life

PUMPKIN 
  FESTIVAL 

Continued on pg. 3
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G lory Garden is gearing up for their summer program!  This year the theme is 
“Summer Vacation”.  From 7:30am-5:30pm, Monday through Friday, between July 7 and 
August 29, Glory Garden kids will continue to recieve quality care and experience the 
love of Jesus.  Many feild trips and outdoor activities are being planned. 

The book "slow church" is one that is worth checking out. Also, "leading 
with wisdom" by mark Strom. Excellent books, both of them.

the love of Christ that many of you 
have experienced through people 
amongst us.  This past year was 

difficult for us learning to balance 
family life with two little ones and 
ministry; there was a point when 
we weren’t sure we were going to 

make it.  As we opened up our lives 
to the people around us the help 
was overwhelming.  We are now 
rounding a corner in our faith, 
marriage, family and ministry. 

Forever we are changed; thank you 
to all of you who have sought out 
relationship with us, we feel like a 

part of this family.

“‘Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your strength and with 

all your mind’; and, ‘Love your 
neighbour as yourself.’”  These are 
the greatest commandments; Jesus 

said do this and you will truly LIVE.  
People here seem to have a deep 

desire to live in a way that is not of 
this world – and we catch glimpses 
of this desire in everyday life. You 

see this other-worldly way of life in 
a young woman who takes the time 
to volunteer at Odyssey House or 

an older man who takes the time to 
teach a youth how to work on a car.  

It always perplexed me as I read 
the stories in the Bible about the 

early church and the importance they 
attributed to life in community on 

their journey together towards Christ.  
It seemed like they had something I 
did not – even though I had friends, 
family and faith!  It made me wonder 

what true community actually was 
and I started my journey of discovery.

Something I have found greatly 
encouraging within our congregation 

since my arrival in GP is the 
widespread desire for community 

– from Rosina’s festivals to the 
outstretched hands, from countless 

people in our faith community to the 
deep relationships formed in small 
groups.  What is it about Grande 
Prairie Church of Christ that has 

left a mark on the hearts of so many 
that have passed through our doors? 

The answer to this question and 
my longing to discover deep rich 
community is found in the inner 
relational workings of our people.

Countless times in sorrow and in 
joy my family and I have experienced 

By Jaron Flett
Director of Youth Ministries

I believe that we were given a gift of 
life to the full if we so choose it!

When Jesus showed us how we 
should pray, he said: “Our Father 

in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. And 
forgive us our debts as we also have 
forgiven our debtors. And lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us 
from the evil one.” Here we can be 
inclined to believe that God has a 

desire for us to experience a heaven-
like community here on earth and 
not just experience it but to fully 

engage for the benefit of ourselves, 
our families, our friends and the 

people of our city.  Here we become 
not just another organization that 
has programs that help people but 

“a beacon on a hill” that people 
can’t help but come to experience.

My challenge to you is this; how 
can you contribute to this idea of 
“heaven-like community”? Could 
it be as simple as opening up your 
life to those around you and taking 
relational opportunities with people 

as they present themselves? n
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WHAT HEBREW HAS TO DO WITH REAL LIFE - CONTINUED from front page

the loving, unfailing, steadfast 
adjectives, but I wanted to try 
something. I went through some of 
the verses a second time, the ones 
that had to do with relationships 
between God and people, reading 
kindness as the translation for דֶסֶ֫ח 
hesed.

The Lord is gracious and 
compassionate, slow to anger and 
rich in kindness. Psalm 145:8

His kindness endures forever. 
Refrain of Psalm 136

between God and people. I think 
the reasoning behind translators 
choosing “unfailing love” and 
“lovingkindness” has to do with 
the fact that God is infinitely more 
“kind” than we could ever hope to 
be, on top of views of the covenant 
and how the דֶסֶ֫ח hesed relates to 
that.

Recognizing a 
Familiar Voice
I definitely could have done a lot 

more research on why the English 
translators decided to go with all 

In your kindness you will lead 
out the people you have redeemed. 
Exodus 15:13

It rang differently in my ears. 
When I read these verses with 
the word kindness I felt that I 
recognized somebody that I know. 
They melted my heart and even 
now when I read them I want to say 
“Yes, he’s exactly like that! Trust me 
you guys, I know him!” If you told 
me two years ago that I would feel 
this way, there’s no way I would 
have believed you.

He can help us.

I have been helped this year.

I have been comforted, I have 
been spoken to, I have been loved 
deeply by Him.

I’m grateful for these things he 
gives me piece by piece, over and 
over. And I’m looking forward to 
all the other things he has to say.

Post Script
Like I said, it’s not usually 

directly through the Bible that He 
gets through to me these days, but 
usually when I’m praying or trying 
to listen. Some of the ways he shows 
me that he’s kind are too personal 
to write in a church newsletter, 
but I’ll be home at Christmas! I’d 
love to tell anyone some stories of 
how he’s healing the part of my 
mind that thinks he’s perpetually 
disappointed or angry with me. It’s 
good news and I like to tell it. n

Written by our very own Steph Lazerte.  If you would like to contact 
Steph, or become a prayer or financial partner 

for her upcoming adventures in Bible translation, 
please contact the church office and we will pass on your regards.

About The Author
Though she has roots in Newfoundland, Steph Lazerte feels that 
she was raised by and taught that she was valuable by the adults 
of the Grande Prairie Church of Christ fellowship.  Steph was bap-
tized in our congregation as a teenager and was more recently 
one of our Interns for the Kingdom recipients.  She currently works 
as a Teaching Assistant at Trinity Western University.  She enjoys the 
opportunity to help undergraduate students while solidifying her 
knowledge of the course material. In April 2015 she will graduate 
with her Master’s degree in Applied Linguistics and Exegesis and 
is in the application process for a mission organization dedicated 
to literacy, language development, and Bible translation among 
undocumented and under appreciated language groups in the 
world.   Once a week Steph runs a parking lot coffee night with 
a ‘church’ that builds relationship with the homeless and under-
privileged in Langley. Fun Fact: Steph roasts her own coffee in a 
popcorn popper!

increasingly-popular view that 
affirmation is truly loving.  

•  Slaves, Women   & 
Homosexuals: Exploring 
The Hermeneutics Of 
Cultural Analysis  by William 

J. Webb
- What do 

Slaves, Women and 
Homosexuals have in 

common?  They have been 
regarded as less than human 

in one way or another at 
one time or another.   For 

folks wrestling with the 
topic of homosexuality, Webb 

gives 18 criterion to analyze 
Biblical passages and come to 

understand  cultural and trans-
cultural components.  

Feel free to contact Alan 
with any questions you may 
have around this subject or 
hermeneutics. n

argument of homosexuality and 
the faith.  Gagnon provides 
specific examples of how the claims 
made by opposing scholars may 
be an incomplete or eisegetical 
understanding and challenges the 

Even if you have not had a 
chance to participate in the study 
Alan is leading on Thursday 
nights about gender roles, biblical 
sexuality and the church, you 
can read some of the material 
that has been touched on in this 
discussion group around the topic 
of homosexuality.  

•  The Bible and 
Homosexual Practice: 
Texts and Hermenutics  by 
Robert A. J. Gagnon

- This is a more technical 
book for a serious reader, very 
thoroughly dealing with the 
scriptures and both sides of the 

By Ryan Duford
Highland Park

RYAN’S READS
Ryan loves reading books and quotes and sharing his discoveries with others.  
Check out our church library and look for Ryan’s recommendations there. 

Suggest a book!

Ryan Duford works at the church as our director of Young Adult 
and Men’s ministries.  He coordinates weekly Bible studies, men’s 
small groups and large group events.

Send me an e-mail:  ryan@
gpchurchofchrist.com, conatact 
me at the church office during 
the week, or flag me down on a 
Sunday morning - I’d love to talk 
with you! 



2) “You can choose clean and 
orderly, or chaotic and fun.”
They leave a small disaster behind 
them every week, and I wouldn’t 
have it any other way.

3) “Listening can be 
over-rated.”
I get too focused sometimes on 
whether or not they are quiet and 
attentive. But the truth is that what 
really matters is whether they feel 
like they’re in safe place where 
their little voices matter. Sometimes 
I’m the one who needs to listen 
more.

4) “Adults are often 
jaded creatures.”
Every week, without fail, one of the 
kids says something that floors me. 
I wouldn’t want to be in a world 
without their innocence, honesty, 
and purity of heart.

5) “Funny videos are better 
when watched with kids.”
They just are. I enjoy the same clip 

Just over a year ago, the camp staff 
and I had an idea. We all loved 
camp, and we hated the idea of 
waiting a full year before seeing 
the kids again. Why not continue 
camp during the school-year? And 
so Heroes Academy was born. 
We’ve since been blessed with the 
opportunity to enjoy deepened re-
lationships with the 70+ wonderful 
children who’ve taken part.

Here’s a list of the top 7 things that 
I’ve learned from them thus far:

1) “Relationships trump 
everything.”
I’m a big fan of good program-
ming. I think good games and good 
activities (and good snacks) matter. 
But every week confirms for me 
that it’s the little “human” moments 
that mean the most. If the only 
thing the kids learn from us is how 
special they are and how much we 
adore them, that’s lesson enough.

By Jaremy Arnold
Pineridge Camp Point Leader

twice as much when hearing their 
chortling, giggling, and childish 
enthusiasm in the background.

6) “Getting hit by a rubber 
chicken can be an expres-
sion of endearment.”
Kids have funny ways of saying 
“I love you”.

7) “There are few types 
of pain that a hug and a 
shared snack can’t solve.”
We’ve seen our share of bruised 
knees and hurt feelings, and it 
isn’t always just the kids that need 
comfort. It’s a universal recipe.

My heartfelt thanks goes out to all 
who’ve helped to make this pro-
gram happen. I’ve got so much 
affection for these kids. I feel 
like my heart is going to burst at 
the seams sometimes. May God 
allow us to be a blessing in their 
precious little lives as they grow 
to be the heroes that He created 
them to be. n

7 Things I’ve 
Learned from
Our Little Heroes
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WE KICKED OFF THE SCHOOL YEAR WITH A FALL FUN FESTIVAL

The kids led the way for group dancing

Live music, dancing, ball hockey, bouncers, face painting, laser tag,  BBQ... fun for all!

lots of visiting and laughs


